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Hat I may give you my Re- 
' ſolution concerning the 
Covenant: It is tobe con- 
ſidered , that as in all Co» 
venants, ſo in this; he that 
cnters-Covenant,approves 
and allowes ſomething, 
and undertakes ſome. 
thing: Hee approves and 
allowes the defigne, and 
intentions. of thofe hee. enters Covenant with, 
ad undertakes or binds himfelfe to doe a 
purſue that, for which the Covenant is made and 
1mpo ſed, | 

In particular, He that enters this Covenant, doth 
before Almighty God profeſle : 


I, 


That he doth in-cooſcience allow and approve the 

Scots Diſcipline and Government , and withall 

biads himſelfe to endeavour the advanceinent of the 
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ſame, by bringing this Kingdome to an Uniformity 
with thery, For that is the notorious and knowne 
meaningand iritention of the Impoſers of this Co- 
venant 1n the firſt Creic, and its a.xnowne and recei- 
ved Rules that Oathes and Covenants are taken , not 
according to the reſerve&meaning of him that takes 
them , but accgrdingto toe knowne and notorious 
meaning and.inteption of themthat impoic them, 


II. 


That hedoth in conſcience allow and approve of 
' theextirpation of Epiſcopacic, and that he will en- 
deavour really and conſtantly the ſame, Artic, 2, 


III, 


That he doth in confcievce account and eſteeme 
thoſe that adhere to rhe King (for thoſe are there 
+ meant by them that require the Covenaat ) to be In- 
dendiaries, Malignants, and common Enemies, and 
binds himſelfe to diſcover unto them all ſuch, that 
they may be brought to condigne punifhmenr, 4r#ic, 
4. and elſewhere, 


III, 


That heallowes and approves the aſſiſting and de- 
fending of all that enter into this Covenant, apz 
proves\the maintaining and purſuing ofthis Gove» 
nant ' againft. all oppoſition and lets — ; 

LS which 
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' which is,by force of Armes to compell the Kingtotlhe 
Reformation pretended herein, for rhat ſuc is rhe 
meining of aſliſting and defending, of maintaining | 
and purſuing rhe Covenatt againſt all oppoſition, 
is knowne and notorious by the armes which they 
and the Scots: have-taken,and uted in this purſuir , 
and till we muſt remember, that Oathes and Coye- 
nants are taken jn the known meanthg of thoſe thar 
impoſe them, Alſo as ſuch an ore by toking the 
Covenant allywes and approves of ſuch maintenance 
and purſuit of this Covenant , ſo he oiads himfe' fe, 
to the utmoſt of his endeavour;to ſuch aſiitance an 1 
' purſuit, Arie, 6. and elſewherc, 

Now for ſuch Gentjemen. as by entering ghis: 
Covenant doe hope to be freed of priſon, Il would 
deſire them to conſicer in what a toyle they are, far 
worſe rhen the priſon : for what will they doe 
ſhould they havetheir liberty ?. will they fit quiet at 
home ? No, they bind themſelves cxpreflely in this 
6, Artic, not to give themſelves overto a Neutralitie 
inthis Cauſc,and there they call ita thing dereſtable, 
Whar then > will they. aſſiſt the King ? No, they 
bind chemſelves not to make any defection to the 
contrary part; and aſſuredly, all fuch. as doe take 
the Covenant, ſhall be made to know they have 
bound themleluesro aſſiſt and proceed as f-r as their 
Maſters (' who impoſe it ) doe or ſhall thinke fit to 
proczed, and upon default they will be uſed rot only 
as Maligaants, but as perjured pzrfons. Now al- 


though this Covenant, it ey" doth not indecu bigd 
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ro-perforthance,yet doth it bitid to a gfievous Sin, 
fearing to doe againſt that, which a man catinot in 
conſcience performe. 


He tht enters this Covertint, doth profeſl: be- 
fore Aimichry God, that heallowzs and 2pproves 
all this 2s that which much concerns the Gtory of 
Go, the good of rhis Kingdome; the honour, dig- 
nity, the pixver and greatneſle of the King, Artic. 6, 
and elſe vhere: 

+ Now as no Subjcas can with gooJ conſcience 
approve this and bind themfelves to the purſui of 
it-6efpecially it being withour and againſt his $0- 
veraipries Command ) 'fo,much lefle can he that ab. 
horres theſe deſignes and proccedings,fwearc and Co» 
venznt before Almighty God, that he allowes theca 
and binds 'himſelfe to the purſtance of them with 
the utmoſt of his power, 4 

I marvaile much at te Refolurion which was 
given to this purpoſe, that a Clergy man might 
not &ake this Covenant , but a Lay-man might, 
A Reſolution which as ir concernes onely one Ar- 
ticle , the cxtirpation -of Epiſcopicie , fo doth 
it not fatisfie in that particular z; For though a 
Clergy man has more obligations upon him; yet 
would I aske : Can any Lay-man, being a Subje& of. 
this Kingdome, Covenant with othec Subjelhs, and 

\ bindhimſelte to doe or endeavour notorious inju- 
ſtice to others ? that is, to cxtirpate a company of 
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men, whoſe calling, power, and priviledges, are as 
ancient as the Kingdome?alſo to ſpoyie them, or a 
Church rather, of poſſeſſions and intereſts aſſured to 
them, by as good Law asany Liberty orpoſſeſſion is 
enjoyed by other SubjeQs ? mvch lefle can SubjeRs 
Covenant {to force their Soveraigne to conſent to 
fuchan extirpat ion and ſpoyling , from which he is 
boun.l by Oath, and cannot be releaſed of it , bur 
with their conſent to whom he makes it, vi7, thoſe - 
tht here muſt be extirpared and ſpoyled: 

As in this particalar, {o inall other parpoſes of 
this Covenant , no Subje&t without caſting off all 
conſcience of that which is juſt and right, can bind 
himſelfe to ſincere and conſtant purſuance of them - 
according to thetrue intention of this Covenant , 
which he rhat-takes it, doth undertake todoe inthe - 
preſence. of Almighty God : but hewill rather ſay 
to his owne- ſoule in the Pſalmiits words, File thou 
have any thing to dov-with the ftgole or ſtat of rickedneſſe , 
which imazineth m:ſchiefe a1a Lan? Pſal, 94, Or as Ia» 
cob in reference to the Brethren of cruelty. 0þ my 
ſoule entey not thou into their ſecrer, Gen, 49,6. 

Aſter the reſolution of conſcicnce, it 1s needlefſe 
to ſtand upon outward motives, towit, theevillcon- 
ſequences which they threaten to bring upon Fami- - 
lies, Inhericances, &c. yet know,tHhat Houſes and Fa- 
milies continne by the providence and blefling of 
God, notby che will of cruell and blood-thirſty 
men , who ( as the Pſalmift threatens them) ſhall nos - 
themſelves live out hatfe their dates , The Lord dire& 
you, ſtrengthen you, comfort you, A good conlci.- - 
cance is acontinuall Feaſt. 


FINIS, 


